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THE CONSTRUCT BEHIND THE ‘SHINING U.P.’ CARD 
Uttar Pradesh’s ‘status’ as India’s top State is in contradiction of  

evidence and felt experiences. 

 
 These days, India’s national capital, Delhi, is a sight to behold — strangely, not for reasons connected to 

the city-State. As a matter of fact, a visitor might think she was in neighbouring Uttar Pradesh seeing the profusion 

of posters and flex boards featuring its Chief Minister, Yogi Adityanath, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, all of 

them claiming that U.P. is today India’s number one State. 

 

Bagging the top rank 

 U.P. as India’s number one State? The miracle owes to an award that was given out this summer by the 

Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry under the Smart Cities Mission. Tamil Nadu, with an exemplary record 

on development and welfare, was placed third on the list after Madhya Pradesh. If anyone had quibbles about the 

line-up, they had to lump it. U.P. and its Chief Minister were going to savour the trophy which had most 

conveniently arrived in the months ahead of the 2022 State Assembly election. By another coincidence, it was also 

the first time that States had been picked for the award. 

In the days since the award, the Chief Minister has found himself hit by an avalanche of praise, most notably from 

the Prime Minister and the Union Home Minister, Amit Shah. The praise also settled speculation that Mr. 

Adityanath and Mr. Modi were in conflict over a State-level appointment proposed by the Prime Minister. In the 

end, Mr. Adityanath had his way. The Gujarat cadre retired IAS officer, said to have been Mr. Modi’s nominee for 

the State Cabinet, got appointed to an ornamental party post. If indeed there was a conflict over this, it made 

sense for both sides to sue for peace. U.P. is the all important State that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has to 

win, and win by a wide margin. What has followed is a mammoth, nothing-left-to-chance effort to rebrand Mr. 

Adityanath as the leader of India’s best-run State. 

 In their speeches, Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah have attributed qualities to the U.P. Chief Minister that are in 

embarrassing contradiction of evidence and felt experiences. Some of the flattery and claims were so over-the-top 

that fact-checking sites such as Alt News instantly demolished them, among them the astonishing one that the 

Chief Minister’s handling of the second COVID-19 wave was “unparalleled”. The situation in U.P. at the time was 

indeed unparalleled, but not in the glowing manner it has been imagined and told. Quite the opposite with images 

of floating corpses and mass burning of pyres making it to the international media. 

 

In the pandemic’s grip 

 As the second wave raged, there was no sign that U.P. had become a shining example of good 

governance. Hundreds lost their lives in the scramble for hospital beds, ambulances and oxygen. Men and women 

collapsed unattended and many died begging for oxygen. These deaths were not statistics that the Government 

could hide or dispute. These happened in real time as friends and families watched helplessly. A Lucknow 

journalist’s last cries for help are recorded in the phone of an editor friend she desperately called. He continues to 

be hounded by her cries and remains inconsolable over not being able to save her despite his access to higher-ups 

in the Government. The sad truth is that U.P failed its citizens during the second COVID-19 crisis — the better off 

died trying in vain to work the political system for beds and oxygen. The worse off died anyway, some of them 

abandoned by their kin and turning up as bloated corpses in the swirling waters of the Ganga. 

 The floating bodies, discovered along the length of the Ganga by the reporting teams of the Hindi 

newspaper, Dainik Bhaskar, have since become a metaphor for all that is wrong with U.P. The U.P. government and 

the Chief Minister have underplayed the deaths and passed them off as jal samadhis — the ancient practice of 

burying the dead in shallow river beds. 

 However, the explanation has not convinced many. In his report dated May 22, 2021, The Hindu’s Omar 

Rashid cites residents who had watched the bodies wash up as saying they had not witnessed floating bodies on 

this scale before. For Vishwambhar Nath Mishra, the head priest of Varanasi’s Sankat Mochan temple, the floating 

bodies represented a truth that could not be hidden. “Ganga has revealed the truth,” he told Mr. Rashid. 
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 Mr. Rashid also reported on the deaths of Government employees who had contracted COVID-19 while 

on polling duty in the panchayat elections that were held irresponsibly at the peak of the second wave. The 

Government at first denied the deaths, but has now confirmed them by awarding compensation to the families of 

over 2,000 employees who fell to COVID-19 after being on election duty. 

 The horror of U.P.’s second wave is too recent and too graphically captured for it to be so easily forgotten. 

To insist that the virus was controlled with “incomparable efficiency”, therefore, amounts to a reconstructed truth, 

an alternative reality intended to replace the original memories by the time the 2022 Assembly election is held. 

There have been other exaggerations in the project to build Mr. Adityanath as a brand, among them claims that 

U.P. has topped the charts for COVID-19 testing and administration of vaccine shots and also that it has provided a 

violence-free environment to its residents. The State does have impressive absolute numbers for both COVID-19 

testing and vaccine shots but plunges close to the bottom once the figures are adjusted for population. U.P. has so 

far lagged behind even the national average on both counts. 

 

Crime data 

 On general law and order and women’s safety, the less said the better. Women’s safety, a key promise in 

the BJP’s election campaigns, has been callously treated in U.P. An Alt News analysis of national crime data placed 

U.P. on top for custodial rapes and dowry deaths. Further, National Crime Records Bureau data show that the 

number of dowry deaths per one lakh people in U.P. is the highest in the country. This is besides the gang rapes 

that have regularly hit the headlines. The State BJP’s sweep of the recently held block pramukh elections came 

amidst widespread violence and allegations of booth capturing and intimidation. Clearly, in the current day U.P., 

law and order has come to mean just one thing: the State government’s aggression against minorities and its 

crackdown on alleged gangsters and anti-nationals, many of whom are in fact students and rights’ activists. 

 U.P.’s self-appointed status as India’s top State is ironic considering it was at the bottom among large 

States in an index (Public Affairs Index) compiled by the Public Affairs Centre, a not-for-profit organisation headed 

by K. Kasturirangan, formerly chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation. Released in October 2020, the 

index used 50 indicators to measure the quality of State-level governance on the three pillars of equity, growth 

and sustainability. Unsurprisingly, Kerala was adjudged the best-governed State while U.P. came last (in the large 

States category). 

 

Political impact 

 So what are the BJP’s opponents in U.P. doing to counter the party’s public relations offensive? Not much 

as both the Samajwadi Party (SP) and the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) seem focused on chasing the elusive Brahmin 

vote in U.P. This is baffling logic considering the well-known Brahmin affinity to the BJP. The SP and the BSP both 

came to power on rainbow alliances of the forward and backward castes. Having lost that platform to the BJP, they 

now watch as Mr. Adityanath plays his ‘Shining U.P.’ card. 

 

 construct (noun) – idea or theory.  

 contradiction (noun) – denial, rebuttal, opposite. 

 a sight to behold (phrase) – an impressive or 

remarkable thing to see. 

 strangely (adverb) – unusually, surprisingly. 

 city state (noun) – a state that exists completely 

within the borders of a single city.  

 as a matter of fact (phrase) – actually, in fact, 

really/truly. 

 neighbouring (adjective) – adjacent. 

 profusion (noun) – a large quantity of something; 

a lot of, a host of. 

 bag (verb) – get, secure, obtain, acquire. 

 owe (verb) – have something due to. 

 Smart Cities Mission (noun) – launched on 25 

June, 2015, the Mission has a main objective to 

promote cities that provide core infrastructure, 

clean and sustainable environment and give a 

decent quality of life to their citizens through the 

application of ‘smart solutions’. The Mission aims 

to drive economic growth and improve quality of 

life through comprehensive work on social, 

economic, physical and institutional pillars of the 

city.  

 exemplary (adjective) – perfect, ideal, 

impeccable, consummate. 

 welfare (noun) – social security, 

government/state benefit, public assistance. 
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 quibble (noun) – minor criticism, trivial 

objection, minor complaint.  

 line-up (noun) – list (of performers). 

 lump (it) (verb) – put up with it, bear it, endure 

it, take it, tolerate it, suffer it, accept it. 

 savour (verb) – delight, relish, enjoy, bask in. 

 coincidence (noun) – co-occurrence, coexistence. 

 avalanche (noun) – sudden arrival or happening 

of something (in very large quantities) at the 

same time. 

 notably (adverb) – especially, particularly, 

strikingly, markedly. 

 speculation (noun) – prediction, guesswork, 

notion, opinion/thought. 

 in the end (phrase) – eventually, finally, at last. 

 have one’s (own) way (phrase) – to do what one 

wants to do (despite objection from others). 

 (state) cadre (noun) – a state (government 

service) to which a member of the All India 

Service (AIS) officers is posted. “Cadre Officer” 
means a member of the Service. 

 nominee (noun) – candidate. 

 ornamental (adjective) – non-functional. 

 make sense (phrase) – be accepted,  be 

convincing, hold up, prove true. 

 sue (verb) – appeal, petition, ask, plead, entreat. 

 mammoth (adjective) – something which is huge, 

massive, mighty, colossal. 

 leave nothing to chance (phrase) – to get ready 

for everything possible. 

 attribute (verb) – ascribe, assign, 

connect/associate with. 

 embarrassing (adjective) – awkward, 

uncomfortable, humiliating, difficult, 

problematic. 

 flattery (noun) – (excessive & artificial) 

admiration, compliments, praise. 

 over-the-top (adjective) – excessive, 

immoderate, extreme, over the limit, 

exaggerated.  

 demolish (verb) – refute, disprove, prove false, 

prove wrong. 

 astonishing (adjective) – impressive, amazing, 

stunning. 

 unparalleled (adjective) – exceptional, unique, 

unprecedented, unequalled. 

 glowing (adjective) – highly favourable, praising, 

admiring. 

 corpse (noun) – dead body. 

 pyre (noun) – a funeral pile of wood for burning 

dead body. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 grip (noun) – control, influence, stranglehold, 

clutches, domination. 

 rage (verb) – (of a disease) spread very quickly or 

uncontrollably; be at its height, be 

uncontrollable; reach a high degree of intensity. 

 shining (adjective) – brilliant, excellent, 

outstanding, perfect (example of something). 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 scramble (noun) – struggle, hurry, rush. 

 unattended (adjective) – unguarded, unwatched, 

left alone; ignored, disregarded, neglected. 

 desperately (adverb) – seriously, urgently, 

pressingly, with urgency, eagerly; in 

anguish/distress. 

 hound (verb) – harass, persecute, pester, bother, 

trouble, annoy. 

 inconsolable (adjective) – unable to be 

comforted, heartbroken, grief-stricken. 

 higher-up (noun) – superior, senior, supervisor, 

administrator. 

 the better off (noun) – the fortunate or 

advantageous position. 

 the worse off (noun) – the less fortunate or 

disadvantageous position. 

 in vain (phrase) – unsuccessfully, without 

success, with no result. 

 kin (noun) – relatives, relations, family. 

 turn up (phrasal verb) – come, appear, arrive, be 

present, turn out. 

 bloated (adjective) – swollen, enlarged, blown 

up, bulging, ballooning. 

 metaphor (noun) – figurative expression, symbol. 

 underplay (verb) – downplay, understate, de-

emphasize. 

 wash up (phrasal verb) – to appear on land 

(along the edge of a river/sea). 

 priest (noun) – clergyman, father, pastor. 

 contract (verb) – get, become infected with, fall 

ill with (a disease). 

 compensation (noun) – payment, repayment, 

settlement (for loss/damage).  

 amount to (verb) – add up to, come to, total, 

equal to. 
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 exaggeration (noun) – overstatement, 

overemphasis, overplaying, magnification, 

amplification. 

 administration (noun) – management, handling, 

controlling something (or) an act of dispensing, 

providing, giving, applying (a drug/vaccine). 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 shot (noun) – injection, inoculation (of a 

vaccine/drug).  

 absolute (adjective) – complete, total; 

categorical, unquestionable, undoubted. 

 plunge (noun) – fall, drop, tumble, slump. 

 lag behind (verb) – trail, straggle, fall behind, 

move slowly. 

 law and order (phrase) – lawfulness 

peacefulness, harmony (of a society). 

 the less said, the better (phrase) – it is better to 

say nothing or very little in a situation, because it 

may cause the situation to become worse.  

 campaign (noun) – canvassing, electioneering, an 

act of soliciting (asking for/requesting) votes; an 

organized effort that seeks to influence the 

decision-making progress within a specific group. 

 callously (adverb) – unfeelingly; heartlessly, 

insensitively. 

 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) (noun) – 

an Indian government agency responsible for 

collecting and analysing crime data as defined by 

the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Special and Local 

Laws (SLL). NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi 

and is part of the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA), Government of India. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in addition 

to, as well, apart from. 

 hit the headlines (phrase) – be 

published/reported widely by the media to get a 

lot of public attention. 

 sweep (noun) – comprehensive win. 

 amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; 

during. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 

indictment. 

 intimidation (noun) – frightening, terrifying, 

threatening, alarming, daunting. 

 aggression (noun) – hostility, aggressiveness, 

belligerence, antagonism, offence. 

 crackdown (noun) – getting tough, severe/stern 

measures, restriction, suppression/repression, 

clampdown. 

 crack down on (phrasal verb) – get tough on, 

take severe measures against, clamp down on. 

 alleged (adjective) – supposed, claimed, 

professed, purported, reported, ostensible. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political or societal change/cause. 

 self-appointed (adjective) – so-called, self-titled, 

self-styled, inappropriately named. 

 ironic (adjective) – strange, unexpected, odd, 

paradoxical. 

 index (noun) – a data figure reflecting something 

compared with a standard or base value; pointer, 

indicator. 

 sustainability (noun) – stability, reliability, 

longevity, constancy. 

 adjudge (verb) – award; determine, pronounce; 

regard as, view as.  

 opponent (noun) – other competitor, other 

contestant, rival. 

 counter (verb) – combat, confront, stand up to, 

oppose, put up a fight against. 

 offensive (noun) – campaign, drive, push; attack, 

thrust, act of aggression. 

 elusive (adjective) – difficult to find, difficult to 

achieve; intangible. 

 baffling (adjective) – perplexing, puzzling, 

bewildering, mystifying. 

 affinity (noun) – empathy, rapport, sympathy; 

relationship, bond, connection. 

 rainbow alliance/coalition (noun) – a political 

group of several minority parties (of different 

ethnic, political, or religious backgrounds). 

 play the card (phrase) – use/utilize something 

(an idea/issue) for an advantage. 
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